UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOTIS

AT UrRBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Disability Resources & Educational Services
Office for Mathematics, Science, and Technology Education

505 E Green St, Suite 102
Champaign, II. 61820

9/13/2013
Dear Developer,

We cordiallyinviteyoutojoin The Accessible Community, aseries of 3no-cost workshops being offered to the
Champaign-Urbana community in Octoberto support web developers in makingtheirsites accessible.

Why is digital accessibility important? The Internet and related technologies have enabled widespread access to a
wealth of services and information that was previously unattainable. Unfortunately, these services are often notfully
accessible toeveryone, particularly users with visual, hearing, cognitive, and physical disabilities. We believe that the
essential issue isthat web developers and designers are unaware of digital accessibility concerns, not that they are
unsympatheticto users with disabilities.

The University of lllinois has long been an international leaderin accessibility. The campus actively develops Web Best
Practices and toolsto assistweb developersin creating accessible sites. We also work with many large vendors
including Blackboard, Moodle, Ebsco, and Microsoft to help them understand and achieve Universal Accessibility for
their products. Despite the University’s vast knowledge and expertise, there is still agreat need to raise awareness of
accessibility and usability issues in our community and beyond.

The Accessible Community Workshop Series has been designed to help local entities understand accessibility problems
and demonstrate methods to make web sites/applications universallyaccessible without jeopardizing style or
interactivity. This free workshop series forlocal developers and managers will take place on the following dates:

e Session1(Tuesday, October8, 8-10 AM) - Intro to accessibility & demonstration of common pitfalls
e Session2 (Tuesday, October15, 8-10 AM) - In-depth exploration coveringbasic accessibility elements
e Session 3 (Tuesday, October22, 8-10 AM) - In-depth exploration coveringadvanced accessibility elements

This Champaign-Urbanaworkshop seriesisintended formanagers and website developers, as well as consultants and
interested individuals. We will be offering PublicEngagement IT Accessibility Certificates for successful completion of
the series. Participants will also have access tothe workshop leaders’ expertise afterthe series has completed, to help
implementthe skills learned during the workshops.

To learn more and registerforthe series, pleasego to http://go.illinois.edu/Accessible Community.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please contact us at:
Hadi Rangin, hadi@illinois.edu, (217) 244-0518
Michael McKelvey, mmckelve®@illinois.edu, (217) 244-7148

The Accessible Communityis sponsored bythe following University of lllinois entities: The Office of Public Engagement, The Office for
Mathematics, Science, and Technology Education (MSTE), Disability Resources & Educational Services (DRES), and Administrative Information
Technology Services (AITS).

The Accessible Communityis alsosupported by PACE, the Champaign-Urbana Design Organization (CUDO), UX Book Club of Champaign-Urbana
(UXCU),and Wolfram.
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